South Carolina Convention by Young People in Alcoholics Anonymous

HISTORY

In November 2002 the South Carolina Convention by Young People in Alcoholics
Anonymous was conceived and elections were held for the first host committee. After
successfully hosting The Southeastern Regional Convention of Young People in Alcoholics
Anonymous (SERCYPAA) in Charleston, SC in 1998 and in Columbia, SC in 2002, the young
people in Alcoholics Anonymous in the greater Charleston area felt it was time to initiate a
Young People’s Convention to be held annually within the state of South Carolina. Historically
the majority of states in the country hold an annual young people’s AA convention with only a
few going without. Encouraged by the success of the nearby North Carolina, Georgia, Virginia,
and Florida Young People’s Conventions and the history of the International Young People’s
Convention (ICYPAA) in its 46™ year, along with the regional conventions such as SERCYPAA,
WACYPAA (Western Area Convention of Young People in AA), NECYPAA (New England
Area Convention of Young People in AA), and GLRCYPAA (Great Lake Regional Convention
of Young People in AA, now EACYPAA), the young people in Alcoholics Anonymous created
SCCYPAA (South Carolina Convention by Young People in Alcoholics Anonymous).

SCCYPAA 1 - held in Charleston, August 28" — 30™, 2003.
SCCYPAA II - held in Columbia, August 6 — 8", 2004.
SCCYPAA 111 — held in Myrtle Beach, October 28" — 30", 2005.
SCCYPAA IV — held in Florence, October 27" -29™, 2006.
SCCYPAA V — scheduled to be held in Charleston.

We have hopes for continued support, participation, and growth so that SCCYPAA may
continue to carry the message of recovery to AAs of all ages for many years to come.

PURPOSE

The number of young people suffering from alcoholism who turn to AA for help is
growing. SCCYPAA was founded for the purpose of providing a setting for young AAs from all
over SC, and beyond, to come together and share their experience, strength, and hope as members
of Alcoholics Anonymous. The convention also serves the important purpose of including young
people at every level of the AA Service Structure by providing experience and opportunity for all
those interested. Though it is a convention put on by young people as in the spirit and tradition of
other young people’s conventions, its purpose is to bring together AAs of all ages, newcomers, as
well as long-timers, in unity for an annual celebration of sobriety and recovery.



HOST COMMITTEE ELECTION SUGGESTIONS

1. Set your election date and location when you return form the convention. Outreach the
election with flyers, announcements, e-mails to members of the Fellowship and AA
offices in your surrounding area, etc...

Let council members know when the election will be held. Please give them some

advance notice and directions. Advisory Council members are not required to attend but

sometimes will attend the host elections.

A. Schedule a member of SCCYPAA Advisory Council, a past member of SCCYPAA
Advisory Council, or another AA member experienced in 3" Legacy voting
procedure to facilitate your election.

B. Ask an impartial party to record the election outcomes in the form of a list of trusted
servants.

C. Pass a sign-up list around during the meeting to collect the names, addresses, phone

numbers, and e-mail addresses of those present who wish to provide that to the

committee.

Begin meeting with a moment of silence followed by a prayer of your choice.

Have the facilitators introduce themselves and welcome everyone.

Have a facilitator give an overview of SCCYPAA.

The facilitator should help the group determine by a show of hands their group

conscience regarding the following:

e How many favor allowing nominations on behalf of members absent from the
election meeting who have indicated an interest in standing for a position.

¢ Determine if your group wished to use e Legacy voting procedure for the
elections. Some groups have opted to use majority voting instead of 3 Legacy.

e Determine if your group wished to use a show of hands of paper ballots for each
vote.

e Determine if group wants each nomination to be seconded.

H. Most groups allow those standing for positions to remain in the room during votes,
especially if paper ballots are used. Also, most groups allow those standing to vote for
themselves.

I. Read the description of the service position you are about to vote on.

J. Take nominations and self-nominations by a show of hands for one position at a time.
After nominations are closed, allow each nominee an opportunity to qualify by sharing
their sobriety date, service history and any other information relevant to the position (this
is not an opportunity for long, frothy emotional appeals).

K. Group may need to discuss whether or not to use suggestions regarding minimum
sobriety time for certain positions prior to accepting nominations. Chair and Co-Chair
positions are most often filled by persons with more than six months of sobriety.
Treasurer and Co-Treasurer usually require one year of sobriety.

Hold a vote for the position. Announce the elected servant’s name and move on to the next

position.
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